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Fish. He did not recognize the independence of
the Cuban republic, for that would have meant
immediate war with Spain; nor did he recognize
even its belligerency. Public men in the United
States were still convinced that Great Britain had
erred in recognizing the belligerency of the South-
ern Confederacy, and consistency of foreign policy
demanded that the Government should not ac-
cord recognition to a Government without a navy,
a capital, or fixed territory. This decision made
it particularly difficult for the President to perform
his acknowledged duty to Spain, of preventing aid
being sent from the United States to the insurgents.
He issued the proper proclamations, and American
officials were reasonably diligent, it is true, but
without any of the special powers which would
have resulted from a recognized state of war they
were unable to prevent a leakage of supplies. As
a result General Weyler had some ground for say-
ing, though with characteristic Spanish extrava-
gance, that it was American aid which gave life to
the revolt.

President Cleveland energetically pressed all
cases involving American rights; he offered me-
diation; he remonstrated against the cruelty of
Weyler's methods; he pointed out that the United